
CPS IS LEADING THE NATION IN 
ACADEMIC PROGRESS.
But We Still Need Equal Funding! 

Despite a broken and discriminatory funding system 
that deprives our predominantly minority and low-
income students of the resources they deserve, CPS 
schools have never been better.

“On pretty much every measure you can think of, 
the schools have improved not only for students 
overall but for every demographic subgroup. In fact, 
just about every group in Chicago performs 
comparably or above its counterpart in the state.”
-Sean Reardon, Stanford University

But without change from Springfield…

The hard work our principals, teachers and students have done 
to turn around Chicago Public Schools is put in jeopardy.

Call Governor Rauner at 217-782-0244
and tell him to pass SB1 to fairly fund Chicago’s schools.

73.5%
High School 

Graduation Rate

87.4%
Freshman on Track 

to Graduate

$1.1 
Billion

In College 
Scholarships

18.4
Average 

ACT Score

40.6%
Early College & 

Career Credentials

Academic Achievement is at an All Time High 



CPS Parents and Families,

As I’ve attended graduations across the city, I’ve been so impressed by the amazing progress of our students, 
despite the challenging financial climate. 

Yet even with this success, our fight for equal funding continues. Governor Rauner continues to perpetuate a 
racially discriminatory funding system threatening our school children’s futures. CPS students receive a fraction of 
the dollars that children in the predominantly white remainder of the state receive.

We continue to do everything we can to keep the negative effects of this discriminatory funding out of the 
classroom. We have reduced the number of central office administrative positions by 30 percent in the last two 
years alone. At the same time, Chicago taxpayers have taken on an increased tax burden to help our schools. 

Chicago has done its part, and now it’s time for Governor Rauner to fairly fund education in Illinois.

Thankfully, we are not alone in our fight. Our representatives in Springfield recently passed SB1, a game-
changing bill that would create an equitable school funding formula for the entire state. No District would lose 
money under SB1, but districts like ours would finally receive the funding they need to provide a quality 
education to all students. 

Governor Rauner has threatened to veto this historic bill, so that’s why need your help! We need your voice!

As we reach a crucial juncture in Springfield, we want to ask you to take two actions:

1. Call Governor Rauner at 217-782-0244 and tell him to sign SB1.
2. Thank your local representatives in Springfield for their advocacy in support of SB1 and ask them to hold firm 

in their fight for fair funding for CPS. You can find your state representative and senator by visiting this site: 
http://www.elections.il.gov/districtlocator/addressfinder.aspx. 

Thank you again for all your support, and from the entire CPS family, we hope you have a great summer break.

Best Regards, 

Forrest Claypool
Chief Executive Officer

According to the NEAP Nation’s Report Card

CPS students have led the nation in
reading and math growth since 2013

If we can make these types of academic gains without 
equal funding, imagine what we can achieve with it!

Support SB1 to fairly fund Chicago’s schools. 
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